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Web Site: www.eaa1310.org 
Mailing Address:  
 EAA1310 
 54 Wells Road 

Broad Brook, CT 06016 
Contact:  

Mike Koczera at Skylark 
 (860) 623-8085 
 

CHAPTER LEADERS 
 
President: Eric Dixon 
Vice President: Jack Hilditch 
Treasurer: Dave Christman 
Secretary & Web Editor: Paul Dowgewicz 
Newsletter Editor: Susie Williams 
Events Coordinator: Susie Williams 
Membership Coordinator:  Jack Pelkey 
Young Eagles Coordinator:  Jack Hilditch 
 

CHAPTER MEETINGS  
 
The next meeting will be Wednesday November 
12th at 7:00 PM 
This will be our annual meeting for State reporting 
purposes. We will be electing officers for 2009. 
Ballots are included with this newsletter. They 
will not be available at the meeting. Since we need 
to report our chapter status and pay our insurance 
premium to EAA in mid-December, dues for 2009 
will be collected. 

 

 

Notice of Annual Meeting of Members  

The annual meeting of the members of Skylark 
Flyers-Experimental Aircraft Association Chapter 
1310, Inc. will be held at 7 PM on Wednesday 
November 12, 2008, at Skylark Airpark, East 
Windsor, Connecticut, for the purpose of receiving 
reports and transacting such other business as may 
properly come before the meeting, including the 
election of officers and directors.  

-Paul Dowgewicz, secretary 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Pancake Breakfasts  
Saturday November 15th 8:30-11:00 AM 
Saturday December 13th 8:30-11:00 AM 
Start the day with our hot pancakes, sausage, and 
scrambled eggs. Coffee, juice & milk too. Still all 
you can eat for a $5 donation.  

Chapter Secretary’s Meeting Minutes 

Minutes of the Meeting of October 8, 2008 

There was no Secretary’s report. 

The Treasurer reported a starting balance of 
$6,327 with September income of $94 and 
expenses of $487 with an ending balance of 
$5,934. Major purchases were the canopy and 
EAA student memberships. (As of 10/20 we have 
sold 16 of the 25 memberships.) 

We welcomed new member Stoddard Finnie to the 
chapter. 

Old Business 
We discussed the Simsbury Fly-In. We shared a 
table with Chapter 324 there. We gave out 
magazines and sold the EAA student membership 
kits in order to increase publicity for our chapter. 
We didn’t have enough table space for our 
material, so we may look to have our own area 
next year, and see if there are income possibilities. 
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We discussed the taildragger Fly-In. We had about 
47 guests and 9-10 fly-in’s. The seminar went 
extremely well with Jim Adams, Joe Gauthier, 
Doug Stewart and Mike Koczera speaking in this 
fast-moving event. The cookout also went very 
well. 

We asked if more members could help cleaning up 
after the event. There were some items left behind 
that weren’t cleaned up for a couple days. 

It looks like the AOPA weekly email doesn’t 
include regional event listing sent out as a default. 
That was one of our best publicity methods.  

(I posted a note on the AOPA forum, and they say 
that if you never went in to select regional 
calendar notices, they won’t come. They will add 
the link to set the preferences in the October 24 
email explaining where to make the change.) 

New Business 
We will hold pancake breakfasts on November 
15th and December 13th. 

It looks like we may be able to move a few items 
in Bob Martin’s hangar to continue to hold our 
events there. The heat in the winter is an issue. 
Bob has a propane heater at his home that can be 
installed in the hangar. (Chapter members moved 
it on Monday the 20th, but it still needs to be 
mounted and plumbed. An exhaust pipe will also 
be needed.) 

Winter dinner-If we hold the event at the same 
location, we would like to limit the attendance to 
40 people to prevent the overcrowding we had last 
year. Carl will check on prices. 

Nominations for officers and directors were made: 

President-Paul Dowgewicz 
Vice President-Jack Hilditch 
Secretary-Fred Goff 
Treasurer-Dave Christman 

Directors: Eric Dixon, Ed Deveau, Charlie Falke, 
Pete Russell. 

Charlie Falke said he will take over primary duties 
on the web site, and Paul will continue to assist. 

Charlie will also do some newsletter editing along 
with Susie.  

Additional functions of Membership Coordinator, 
Young Eagles Coordinator, and Event Coordinator 
will be discussed at the November meeting. A 
ballot will be mailed out to members. 

Mike Koczera had a couple of announcements; 
The Clark biplane has passed a milestone, and has 
been taxied. Also, auto gas will no longer be 
available after the new year since ethanol will be 
added earlier in the fuel distribution process. Non-
ethanol fuel would have to be brought in from 
Canada, which wouldn’t make it economical. 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of September 
10, 2008 

8 Members and one guest attended. 

Paul announced several upcoming events: 

·  AOPA Air Safety Foundation seminar at 
East Windsor High School on the 16th 

·  SportAir workshops in Nashua on 9/27-28. 

·  SportAir workshop on RV assembly in N. 
Andover on 11/8-9 

·  EAA Trimotor in Lawrence on 9/18-21 

There is a Pitts project for sale in Chester, CT. 
We asked members to write to the FAA regarding 
the change to the amateur aircraft rule. The 
deadline is September 30th.  

Treasurer's Report 

At the beginning of August we had $6,275. 
August income was $386; expenses were $334, for 
a current balance of $6,326. 

Old Business 

We discussed the Young Eagles day planned for 
Saturday the 13th. Jack has 28 signed up so far. 
He asks that everyone wear their name badges so 
people can identify chapter members. Jack also 
had prepared a suggested layout and flow diagram 
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for the day. Mike stated they will be flying 
banners that day. The Wilga will be moved along 
the runway on Friday, and Pete's C-150 will be 
brought over to demonstrate the pre-flight 
briefing. If we have enough ground support 
people, we can also run airport tours. 

Simsbury Fly-In - We will be sharing a 10X10' 
display area with chapters 324 and 166. From 
EAA, we received member badges and stickers, 
pencils, brochures, plastic bags, and three cases of 
magazines to promote EAA and the chapters. We 
need people to setup and staff the booth during the 
day. The Fly-In also needs volunteers to park 
planes and other tasks around the airport. 

Taildragger Fly-In - The seminar is scheduled for 
October 4th. Jim Adams suggested the theme be 
"Back to Basics". Mike will talk on maintenance 
and lead the question and answer session. 
Additional speakers will need to be arranged. We 
will have an organizational meeting on October 1 
at 7:00 PM to discuss the final arrangements since 
we won't have a general meeting prior to the 
event. 

New Business 

We will be having elections for the offices of 
President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer 
and four Directors at the November meeting. We 
will have nominations at the October meeting so 
ballots can be prepared. 

We will have pancake breakfasts on November 
15th and December 13th. Since Bob Martin's 
hangar is too crowded to hold these events, we 
will go back to the airport pilot lounge, perhaps 
cooking outside on our grille. 

We purchased a 10'X20' canopy. The store only 
had one available at the time of the purchase. It 
will be set up for the Young Eagles event. 

Christmas Dinner - Mike will try the pot luck 
format one more time. This year there will be a 
sign up list with specific items to bring. The 
chapter will hold our own event in late January. 
Carl investigated other locations such as the 

German Club, or the Enfield Elk's. We will either 
use one of those facilities or return to Alfred's 
Restaurant, perhaps limiting the number of people. 

Ground School through East Windsor Adult 
Education was done by Joe Roberts last year. 
Since he is leaving, Tina will be running the 
school this fall. Contact Mike for information on 
how to make arrangements if you want to take the 
course. Mike is also gathering information on if 
there is interest in running a ground school for 
sport pilot instructors. 

Pete brought up the question on a chapter project, 
but the issue of having a location to work on it 
was the main impediment. 

A motion was made to adjourn by Dave, and it 
was seconded by Carl. The meeting was then 
closed. 

 

NEWS 

Change to AOPA ePilot Newsletter 

The AOPA weekly newsletter has been one of our 
best publicity methods. A recent change to their 
system requires a selection of which regional 
events you want to get with that newsletter. You 
no longer get them automatically.  
Go to https://www.aopa.org/apps/epilot/index.cfm 
to set your preference.  

EAA Youth Memberships Available 
In order to encourage our Young Eagle 
participants to explore aviation further, the 
Chapter sold the EAA youth membership 
packages at the Simsbury Fly-In, and at our 
Young Eagles event. We have a few more of these 
memberships available for $10. 
The package includes the X-Plane flight simulator 
demo, Reach for the Sky magazine, an EAA 
Aviation Highlights DVD, Whitewings glider, a 
year subscription to EAA’s Learn to Fly 
newsletter, access to scholarships, and more.  
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Contact any Chapter 1310 officer if you would 
like to purchase a membership kit for someone. 

House Rental During EAA Convention 
During past years, several chapter members have 
rented a house near the EAA site during the 
convention week. Last year we weren’t able to get 
enough people to make the trip, so we’re planning 
early this time.  

The house is located about 2 miles from the EAA 
Museum, but due to road closures that week, it’s 
about 4 driving miles. In the past it’s rented for 
$300/night and sleeps 5 to 7 people. We haven’t 
contacted the owner yet to see if they’re keeping 
the price the same, but we want to find out if we 
have enough people to reserve it first.  

The house is relatively new, air conditioned, has 
internet access, and the price includes some 
snacks. We usually arrive on the Monday, and 
Leave on Saturday. 

Contact Dave Christman if you’re interested. 

AirVenture 2009 Update 
Some of the events and exhibits for AirVenture 
are already well into the planning stages. Already 
planned for 2009 is a visit by the new 
WhiteKnightTwo space transport aircraft; a 
reunion of those involved in Concorde’s five visits 
to Oshkosh in the 1980s and 1990s; and a salute to 
the humanitarian work done by aviators around 
the globe. Special activities are also planned for 
several 100 year anniversaries, marking the first 
flight in Canada, the first air race, and Louis 
Bleriot's historic flight across the English Channel. 
Advance discount ticket sales start November 1.   
 

Some of the site changes for the 10 year 
enhancement plan will be in place by next 
summer. The front gate will be relocated from its 
former site to a position roughly 200 feet farther 
west. From there, two new major thoroughfares 
will fan out to the northeast and southeast, cutting 
diagonally across an otherwise north-and-south, 
east-and-west site layout grid. 

 

"These new boulevards are key to the site 
reconfiguration. They will provide more 'store 
front' access to exhibits, offer more efficient routes 
to convention attractions, allow for more 
convenient and timely tram service, and establish 
the boundaries of a restricted-vehicles zone at the 
heart of the convention grounds," EAA President 
Paul Poberezny said. 
 

Attendees to the 2009 event will also see progress 
on upgraded shower facilities, shady rest areas, 
campsite improvements, and other amenities. 
While EAA plans to complete some of this work 
in time for next year's convention, other projects 
will continue into the following year.  

TSA Expanding Security To GA 
From http://blog.wired.com/cars/2008/10/the-tsa-
hassles.html 
The Transportation Security Administration is 
writing some rules it says will increase the 
security of general aviation, a category so broad it 
covers everything that isn't a military or scheduled 
commercial flight. The edict, if adopted, would 
hold the operators of small planes to a rash of new 
regulations, some of which mirror those now in 
place for commercial aircraft. 

The TSA puts a forward spin on the regs, which 
would, among other things, require fingerprinting 
and background-checking of flight crews, cross-
referencing passenger manifests with no-fly lists 
and conducting "safety threat assessments" on 
passengers and crew members. "General aviation 
operators are excellent security partners and this 
will give them a strong common framework for 
security," TSA Administrator Kip Hawley said in 
announcing the proposed rules. "This will reduce 
risk while supporting the open nature of the 
general aviation industry." 

The people who will have to follow the new rules 
don't see it that way. 

The new guidelines would apply to all general 
aviation aircraft over 12,500 pounds, a category 
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that by some estimates includes more than 10,000 
aircraft nationwide. The feds would tap an 
unspecified third party to establish and run a 
"compliance assurance program." In other words, 
aircraft operators would face annual inspections. 

The general aviation community bristles at many 
of the proposed rules because not only will they be 
time consuming and annoying, but some of them 
will incur financial costs. For example, nearly 300 
general aviation airports will be required to adopt 
potentially expensive security programs and they'll 
almost certainly pass those costs on to those who 
use those airports.  

The Experimental Aircraft Association, which 
represents private pilots and aircraft enthusiasts, 
has had a look at the TSA proposal and isn't happy 
with it. “These new regulations would compel 
many operators of large vintage aircraft, warbirds, 
turboprops and others over 12,500 pounds to 
comply with new, costly, and burdensome 
requirements which, frankly, do not appear to 
equate with their risk assessment profiles,” says 
Douglas Macnair, vice president of government 
relations. “General aviation aircraft are not 
carrying the public and are in all instances pilots 
are personally acquainted with their passengers." 

The EAA also plays the patriotism card, saying 
the proposed rules would bring restrictive 
requirements to range of aircraft "flown in tribute 
to those who fought to secure the very freedoms 
now being threatened."  The TSA will seek 60 
days of public comment before moving forward.  

August Corn Roast & Cookout 
This year’s corn roast had fewer guests than in 
past years, but we still had plenty of great food. 
Here are some photos from that day. 
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Chapter Trip to Old Rhinebeck 
Aerodrome 

The following was posted to the chapter Blog on August 
17th, 2008. If anyone wants to contribute items to the blog, 
contact Paul Dowgewicz at info@eaa1310.org to get an 
account started. 
 
Our trip to the Aerodrome started out well. Bill 
flew there in the Tiger Moth, and Mark flew there 
in his L-5. Three road vehicles made the trip, and 
everyone arrived within ten minutes of each other. 
The weather couldn’t have been better with sunny 
skies and light winds. 

A tour of the museum was held shortly after we 
arrived so we were able to get some detailed 
information on the planes no longer flying or 
restored for display. 

They were able to put quite a few more planes in 
the air than during our last visit two years ago. A 
couple of the more temperamental planes were 
only hopped down the runway, but there was a 
good selection of aircraft. 

This is the last season for Stanley Segala’s Flying 
Farmer routine. I’m glad I got to see it one more 
time. Stanley takes the Piper Cub and does a high 
performance (Well, as high as you can get in a 
Cub.) takeoff. Then he performs loops, rolls, and 
finishes with a engine-off landing where he stops 
the plane at the center of the runway to pick up the 
had he forgot to get when he left. 

The show concluded on a tragic note though. The 
Nieuport 24 bis and Fokker DR1 tri-plane were 
doing a mock dogfight routine. They were going 
to do a head-on pass, but the Nieuport appeared to 
stall in the turn coming back to the field. The 
routines performed there are quite low, so the pilot 
was unable to recover and was killed in the crash. 
I was watching the Fokker at the time, so that is 
what I’ve heard from people watching the 
Nieuport. Vincent Nasta, an art teacher from 
Riverhead (New York) High School. According to 
NTSB records, there have been 10 accidents at, or 
near the Aerodrome in its history. This was the 
first one that was fatal. 

CLASSIFIEDS- FOR SALE / WANTED  
Sennheiser Noise Cancelling Headset.   
Little used and in excellent condition.  Original 
cost over $800.  Will sell for $150.   
Dave Gosslin, 860-467-6050. 
 
Do you have aviation related items to sell, or are you 
looking for something? 
 

Any EAA member in the Northern Connecticut or 
Western Massachusetts area is welcome to list 
merchandise for sale or wanted on our web site.  
Send an eMail to info@eaa1310.org or to Susie 
Williams at susiewilliams531@comcast.net   
 

WEBSITE OF THE MONTH  
www.usairnet.com 
This site has information on powered parachuting, 
ultralights, skydiving, hang gliding, and powered 
paragliding. It also has a very good graphical 
weather presentation. 
 

WANTED  
Articles, pictures, etc. for the newsletter. You can 
Email them to susiewilliams531@comcast.net or mail 
them to: Susie Williams, 121 Union Street, Apt. 3., 
Rockville, CT 06066 

 


